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 May 24 is shaping up as “Church 
of Christ, Scientist” day at the D.C. 
Historic Preservation Review 
Board. Through an odd coincidence 
of timing, the board that day is 
expected to consider the fate of two 
very different, but equally contro-
versial, “adaptive reuse” projects for 
Christian Science churches — one 
on 16th Street near the White House 
and the other in Adams Morgan.
 The two structures are very dif-
ferent — one neoclassical, one 
Brutalist modern — but plans to 
reuse their properties have caused 
years of debate and long delays in 
the city’s already-involved approval 
process. Developers are couching 
both projects as “planned-unit 
developments,” which require 
approval from the D.C. Zoning 
Commission — when and if they 
clear preservation board review.

 So many witnesses wanted to 
testify, pro and con, about a plan to 
attach a modern luxury hotel tower 
to the First Church of Christ, 
Scientist, building at 1770 Euclid 
St. in Adams Morgan that the pres-
ervation board hearing stretched 
over two sessions in March and 
April. 
 The board now plans to hear 
remaining witnesses May 24 and 
then vote on whether a nine-story 
hotel tower would be compatible 
with the century-old church, which 
would be incorporated as lobby and 
event space.
 Members of the church, which 
has moved its services to a reading 
room across Columbia Road, say 
they will demolish the building — 
beautiful, by all accounts, but 
expensive to maintain and repair — 
if their deal with Friedman Capital 
Advisors falls through. Developer 
Brian Friedman has been trying to 
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 Starting in October, Coolidge High School senior 
Rashad Jabbar met a couple times each month with 
tutors from Howard University to hone his college-
admission essay.
 They didn’t gather in a classroom or administra-
tor’s office, or at the nearby university. Instead, they 
worked in a bus parked behind the Ward 4 school.
 “It doesn’t bother me at all,” Jabbar said of the 
unusual setting. “It’s very innovative and creative.”

 Jabbar — who will attend the University of 
Pittsburgh in the fall — is one of numerous Coolidge 
students involved in a partnership with Verizon 
Wireless and the Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities Program. 
 The partnership involves sending a “Mobile 
Learning Lab” — a retrofitted school bus carrying 
college student tutors and Samsung tablets — to 
Coolidge and other schools in D.C. and Baltimore 
weekly to help students with college essays. Verizon 
Wireless also lent additional tablets to Coolidge for 

At Coolidge, college preparations go mobile
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win approval for the hotel plan since 
2008.
 The saga over the Third Church 
of Christ, Scientist, though involv-
ing a much younger building, has 
dragged on even longer. Members 
of that congregation have been try-
ing for two decades to demolish 

their “Brutalist” concrete building at 
16th and I streets, erected in the late 
1960s, because they say it is cold, 
unwelcoming and nearly impossible 
to maintain.
 But those plans got caught up in 
a historic landmark nomination, 
which blocked demolition, and then 
an appeal to a higher zoning official 
known the mayor’s agent, then a 
long court battle. The situation final-
ly ended with a complicated legal 

settlement that will allow the church 
and Christian Science Monitor 
building on the corner site to be 
removed in favor of a large office 
building incorporating space for a 
glassy new Christian Science 
church.
 Development partner JBG Cos. 
first presented plans for a 130-foot-
tall office tower, with space for a 
ground-floor restaurant, landscaped 
plaza and 10,000-square-foot 
church, last fall. The sheer size upset 
some critics, and the company has 
since proposed modifications, 
including some reduction in the 
height and mass.
 Plans were slated for review at 
the preservation board May 3, but 
abruptly postponed two days before 
the hearing. Neither the developer 
nor the city preservation office 
would say exactly why, but it seems 
clear further refinements may be 
made to help assure approval.
 “We are still discussing the proj-
ect with the applicants and every-
body agreed to postpone until May 
24,” state preservation officer David 
Maloney wrote in an email to The 
Current.
 “I can’t comment beyond con-
firming that JBG will present to 
HPRB on May 24,” wrote company 
spokesperson Charlie Maier.
 It could be a long day. The board 
has already set up a May 31 continu-
ation session just in case.
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three months for use in an Advanced Placement 
history class.
 “Verizon Wireless is working to help 
engage students in mobile learning,” said 
spokesperson Melanie Ortell. “Teachers are 
telling us that these tablets are instrumental in 
encouraging teaching and learning.”
 Coolidge history teacher Bernadette 
Desario agreed. “They’re much more engaged 
with this,” she said last Thursday, gesturing at 
her 16-odd AP U.S. History students, who 
were working in groups, but each with his or 

her own tablet. “Their grades have just sky-
rocketed,” she said.
 That morning, the group was studying pri-
mary-source documents to prepare for an 
upcoming AP exam. They were answering a 
question from a previous year’s test: How and 
why did the slave movement become more 
radical between 1815 and 1816? 
 One group of students paged through a 
website showing a letter from John Quincy 
Adams to Roger S. Baldwin regarding the 
Amistad slave revolt, while the rest looked at 
other documents. Desario said that without the 
tablets, she would have had to make about 130 
copies to share all this information.
 “We’re limited on resources. We’re limited 

on money,” she said. “The amount of paper 
alone that I have saved is tremendous.”
 Desario also said she appreciates the way 
the system she and her students are using — 
Edmodo, an education program set up simi-
larly to Facebook — allows her to communi-
cate with her students online.
 “At the beginning of class, I had them 
rewrite the question in their own words, so I 
knew they understood it. Within a minute I 
could see, right here, every student’s response,” 
she said, pointing to her tablet.
 Desario said using the tablets to write 
essays also helps the kids learn typing skills, 
“which they need,” because “few if any” have 
computers at home.

 “It’s better than textbooks,” said 12th-
grader Malik Jackson, who is headed to 
Coppin State University in Baltimore. “You 
can just turn pages like — pow.”
 “I think they’re awesome,” agreed 11th-
grader Antonio Jenkins. “Since we’ve been 
using the tablets not that many people are doz-
ing off.”
 As for Jabbar, he said the tutors helped him 
improve his college essay, which was about a 
two-week trip to England he took last summer 
as part of the Washington National Cathedral’s 
Cathedral Scholars program. At first, he said, 
his essay had “a lot of fluff, a lot of extra info. 
… [The tutors] helped me expand my ideas. … 
It ended up being shorter, but better.”
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